
Honors American Government Research 

 Complete these projects during the semester to receive credit for the Honors Government course.   

 Each part of this project is required for full credit.   

 You may assemble the parts of this project in a portfolio booklet, or electronically using Word, PowerPoint, or an online website 

maker like Weebly.   

1.  Current Issue Research  (10 points each, total = 30pts) 

Choose 3 current political issues (last 3 months or sooner) and write the following things for each: 

 Give the background and describe the issue. 

 What government agencies are in charge of this issue? 

 What kinds of groups are interested in this issue?  

 Explain at least TWO [or more] “sides” point of view.  

 Include a paragraph on your own point of view and why.  

The topics must be related to government (not sports, celebrities, music, etc), and must be significant.  It has to be broad enough of 
an issue to gather information from several sources.  Issues can be local, state, national, or international.   Examples from your 
course content should give you some ideas.  List your sources in MLA format.   

2.  Political Cartoons  (5 points each, total = 25pts) 

Collect 5 political cartoons published within the past year that are relevant to the government of the United States.  These can 

address domestic or foreign policies or events.  Search Google Images for a good start.   

 Record the date and where the cartoon was published.   

 Analyze the cartoon – describe what you see, what issue it addresses, significance, and what the cartoon says to you.   

 Be sure to ‘copy and paste’ the picture in your document, PPT, or webpage.   

3.  Government in Action  (15 points each, total = 45pts) 

Choose 3 of the 5 ‘actions’ below.  For each activity, use the Verification Form below to be signed by an adult who witnessed your 
participation, then write a summary of what you observed/learned for each – you may include pictures you take, brochures or other 
literature found at the location.  Be sure to call ahead to schedule a convenient time for your participation.  Also, you may have 
family members who hold jobs with a government agency that you can do the activities with.   

 A.  Visit a public meeting of elected officials (at least two hours). 

 City Council, School Board, City Budget Committee, County Commission 

B.  Watch a court case in person (at least two hours). 

 City, county, or state court.  Traffic court does not count.   

C.  Do a ride-along with police or emergency services (at least two hours). 

 Many police departments will do this for you, as it is part of their ‘community relations’ training.   

 Interview the person about their relationship with the government and the community as a government 
employee.   

D.  Job-shadow a bureaucrat or government employee, not in a school.  (at least two hours) 

 Park ranger, county surveyor, water department, department of transportation, poll worker during an election, 
etc.   

 Interview the person about their relationship with the government and the community as a government 
employee.   

E.  Spend at least 2 hours volunteering with a political campaign or other action group. 

 Local Democratic or Republican party, NAACP, etc.   

 Interview someone about why they are involved in a campaign and their opinion about the role of government in 
our community.   

Grand Total = 100pts!   



Impact Academy – Honors American Government 

Participation Verification Form 

 

If you have any questions, you may contact the teacher: 

Frank Fenn 

Impact Academy 

678-369-1089 

ffenn@henry.k12.ga.us 

 

(student name)_______________________________________________________ is a student with Impact 

Academy.  They are fulfilling a course requirement for community involvement.  Part of the requirement is that 

they verify their participation.  Please fill out the form below to verify their good faith participation.   

Thank you for helping in the education of a future leader!  

To be completed by the student: 

Name of organization/event/activity _____________________________________________________________ 

Location:______________________________________ 

Date(s)__________________________________ Hours participated ______ (minimum of 2 hours) 

To be completed by the person verifying the student’s attendance/participation: 

Nature of participation (check one) 

[  ]  Observed government meeting, court case, or activity 

[  ]  Participated in a political action group or campaign 

[  ]  Job shadow or Ride-along 

[  ]  Other (explain _____________________________________________________________________) 

 

Your name (print) ________________________________________________  Title:_____________________ 

Contact info (phone and/or email) _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Signature:____________________________________________________  Date:_______________________ 

mailto:ffenn@henry.k12.ga.us

